
Digital Learning

prin
t po

st appro
ved 318780/00042

history teachers’ association of victoria

2018
no. 1 vol. 53

Agora



2
Editorial

3
President’s 
Introduction

Contents

Agora

Thema
4
Equipping the 
Digital History 
Student, Teacher and 
Classroom of Today 
and Tomorrow
by Simon Baker

12
‘Doing History’ – 
Using Documentary 
Filmmaking to Teach 
History
by Vanessa Pratt

17
Embedding 
Technology in the 
History Classroom
by Margaret Simkin

23
Technology – It’s Here 
to Stay, and That’s a 
Good Thing!
by Nick Frigo

30
Clubbing Together: 
Engaging Students 
and Teachers Through 
History Clubs
by Sara Amos and Michael 
Trumble; Josh Judson

Praktikos
35
The Federation 
Project: A Year 4/5 
Inquiry
by Emily Fintelman

39
Virtually There – 
Digital Excursions 
with the National 
Trust
by Michelle Kiag

44
Developing Historical 
Knowledge, Concepts 
and Skills with the 
MY:24 App
by Janine Kelly

46
Telling a History 
Story Using Lego 
Stop‑Motion 
Filmmaking
by Patrick Ryan

49
The University of 
Melbourne Extension 
Program – History
by Emily Shallcross

53
Online Search 
Strategy
by Ben Lawless

57
Using Popular Culture 
to Intrigue Your 
Students
by Jem Duducu and 
Greg Chapman

Kritikos
62
To Kokoda

62
The Empire Must Die: 
The Brief Flowering 
and Brutal Demise of 
Russian Civil Society, 
1900–1918

64
Chronologica: 
The Incredible Years 
That Defined History

65
Hunt Them, Hang Them: 

‘The Tasmanians’ in 
Port Phillip 1841–1842

66
While I Can Still 
Remember … Norfolk 
Island

67
Greatest Australian 
Songs (DVDs)

AGORA Vol. 53, No. 1, 2018  
ISSN: 0044-6726 (print) © 2018   ISSN: 1837-9958 (electronic) © 2018
Editor: Dr Katrina Burge k.burge@htav.asn.au   Commissioning Editor: Dr Jo Clyne j.clyne@htav.asn.au    Layout: Katrina Burge and Alan Tiller

Agora is the journal of the History Teachers’ Association of Victoria Limited. It promotes ideas, information and good classroom practice. It exists to 
help foster and improve the effective learning and teaching of History. The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of htav or the Editorial Committee. While reasonable checks have been made to ensure the accuracy of statements and 
advice, no responsibility can be accepted for errors or omissions, however caused. 
No responsibility for any loss occasioned to any person acting or refraining from action as a result of material in this publication is accepted by the 
authors, htav or the Sungraphô Editorial Board. 
All reasonable attempts have been made to trace copyright holders of material published. Material
contained in Agora is protected under the Copyright Act (Cth) 1968.



66 Agora

Kritikos

Reviews

While I Can Still 
Remember … Norfolk 
Island
Lyn Duclos

PilanD PreSS, 2015

While I Can Still Remember … 
Norfolk Island by Lyn Duclos is a 
historical fiction narrative that 
tells socio-cultural, political and 
ecological history through the 
memories of a tree called Lone 
Pine, a Norfolk Pine dating from 
the mid-1300s. The narrative 
shifts from the present (2015) 
to the past as the dying Lone 
Pine must give his memories to 
a sapling, Piali, so the Norfolk 
Pines can survive. The concept of 
memory and oral history is at the 
heart of this novel. 

The structure of While I Can Still 
Remember shifts from present to 
past. History moves forward in 
chronological order, highlighting 
Polynesian history, Captain 
Cook, the Third Settlement with 
the Pitcairners and other key 
moments in colonial history. 
Lone Pine’s memories focus on 
key events and key figures in 
Norfolk Island history, relating 
them to key figures and events 

in New Zealand and Australian 
history. The various historical 
events are not discussed in great 
detail but the book does provide 
a general understanding. The 
start of each chapter features 
illustrations by Zozie Brown 
that depict the historical setting, 
people and environment, helping 
to situate students historically. 
The book also includes a present-
day map and maps from history 
to help students with historical 
understanding.

Within the classroom, this text 
would be best suited to be read 
alongside Australian and New 
Zealand colonial history. The 
greatest strength of While I Can 
Still Remember is that it allows 
teachers to examine issues about 
history outside traditional texts 
and illustrates historical empathy 
and the idea of oral history and 
memory. This could allow for 
discussion about the importance 
of oral history, prompting 
projects on interviewing family 
members and older community 
members in relation to local 
histories. 

The key conflict of this narrative 
is the survival of the Norfolk 
Pines. Their survival is dependent 
on the oldest pine, Lone Pine, 
sharing the history of the island 
with the sapling, Piali. As Lone 
Pine begins dying and forgetting 
his memories, other animals 
including starlings and sea turtles 
help by telling stories that were 
passed down to them by their 
families. Lone Pine transfers his 
memories through the ‘old root 
[that] felt its way towards Piali’s 
roots. It was a passage used long 
ago instinct reading rather than 
remembering’ (5). Thus, this 
sharing of memories has been 
happening for centuries. 

Like human history, memories are 
connected to the roots of where a 
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person comes from. The concept 
of blood memory draws on the 
importance of listening to elders 
in a community. A community 
can carry on existing as long as 
they understand their cultural, 
historical and social memories. 
If they know where they are 
from, they can exist as a living 
and vibrant people. Lone Pine 
could be symbolic of Indigenous 
Elders within Australian and New 
Zealand indigenous communities. 
At the end of the narrative, Piali 
stretches out his roots to nearby 
saplings and shares all the 
memories passed down by Lone 
Pine to all the trees on Norfolk 
Island. Lone Pine dies, but his 
memories of the island live on in 
each sapling. This theme could 
lead to family history projects 
where students interview family 
members and elders within their 
own communities on their own 
personal cultural and historical 
histories, thus, engaging in 
the concept of oral history and 
playing the role of the sapling. 
This text and projects relating 
to oral histories emphasises 
that history doesn’t exist within 
a vacuum but is still alive and 
affecting us today. 

A limitation of While I Can Still 
Remember is that it does not 
go into great detail about any 
specific point in history. Without 
prior knowledge, students will 
not understand the key historical 
events or the key figures, thus a 
teacher would need to provide 
context and explain some 
historical events as students read 
the novel. 

I would recommend this text for 
students in the later of primary 
and junior high school years. The 
writing style is approachable 
for students with lower literacy 
levels as well. The story line 
and characters would appeal 

to younger students but may 
alienate older students as they 
may interpret it as too ‘kiddy.’ 

Lyn Duclos’ While I Can Still 
Remember … Norfolk Island opens 
up an opportunity to explore the 
importance of history itself and 
why it needs to be studied. It is 
an ideal text to use as a jumping 
off point for further exploration 
of Norfolk Island, Australian and 
New Zealand history. However, 
it is the urgency of historical 
memory that makes this novel a 
significant and interesting text to 
examine within the classroom.

Reviewed by Julia Vogel, pre-service 
teacher, University of Melbourne 
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